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are considerably exaggerated, as will be noticed ; but our measurements 
can be relied on as being correct.* The Keystone State has the honor 
of standing at the head, with 825 feet as its elevation, and this is the 
tallest tree yet measured on this continent, so far as our information goes. 
When we observe how regularly and gradually the trees diminish in size, 
from the highest down, it will be evident that the stories told, of trees 
having once stood in this grove over 400 feet in height, are not entitled to 
credence. It is not at all likely that any one tree should have overtopped 
all the others by 75 feet or more. The same condition of general average 
elevation, and absence of trees very much taller than any of the rest 
in the grove, will be noticed among the trees on the Mariposa grant, 
where, however, there is no one as high as 300 feet. 

The next grove south of the one just noticed is south of the Stanislaus 
River, near the borders of Calaveras and Tuolumne counties. It has never 
been visited by any member of the Geological Survey, and is not located 
on any map. It has been described to us as being about ten miles south- 
east of the Calaveras Grove, on Beaver Creek, a branch of the Stanislaus. 
It is said to contain from 600 to 800 trees, but none as large as those 
already described. 

About twenty-live miles southeast of the last-mentioned grove is 
another, which may be called the Crane Flat Grove, as it is from a mile 
to a mile and a half from the station of that name on the Coulterville 
trail to the Yosemite, in a northwesterly direction. It was visited by our 
party, in haste, and its extent was not ascertained nor the number of 
trees counted. They stand mostly on the north slope of a hill, rather 
sheltered from the wind ; and, so far as observed, are rather smaller 
than those of the Calaveras Grove. The largest sound tree measured 
was 57 feet in circumference, at three feet from the ground. A stump, so 
burned that only one-half remained, was 23 feet in diameter, inside the 
bark at three feet from the ground. A single Big Tree stands in' the 
woods, by itself, somewhere southwest of the Crane Flat Grove, and 
between it and the Merced. It is the only instance, so far as we know, of 
the occurrence of this species thus solitary and alone. There is an almost 
entirely unexplored region between the Beaver Creek and the Crane Flat 
Groves, and there may possibly be some more Big Trees existing there 
and not yet discovered. It is about twenty miles, still in a southwesterly 
direction, from Crane Flat to the Mariposa Grove, and that region has 


* Several trees were measured twice, and the results, in every case, found to be closely coincident. 
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been so thoroughly explored by the Survey, that there is no reason to 
suppose that any more of these trees will be found there. 

The Mariposa Grove is situated about sixteen miles directly south 
of the Lower Hotel in the Yosemite Valley, and between three and four 
miles southeast of Clark’s ranch, and at an elevation of about 1,500 feet 
above the last-named place, or of 5,500 feet above the sea-level. It lies in 
a little valley, occupying a depression along the back of a ridge, which 
runs along in an easterly direction between Big Creek and the South 
Merced. One of the branches of the creek heads in the grove. 

The grant made by Congress is two miles square, and embraces, in 
reality, two distinct, or nearly distinct groves ; that is to say, two collec- 
tions of Big Trees, between which there is an intervening space without 
any. The Upper Grove is in a pretty compact body, containing, on an 
area of 3,700 by 2,300 feet in dimensions, just 365 trees of the Sequoia 
gigantea , of a diameter of one foot and over, besides a great number of 
small ones. The lower grove, which is smaller in size and more scattered, 
lies in a southwesterly direction from the other, some trees growing quite 
high up in the gulches on the south side of the ridge which separates the 
two groves. 

The trail approaches the Upper Grove from the west side, and passes 
through and around it, in such a manner as to take the visitor very near to 
almost all the largest trees ; to accomplish this, it ascends one branch of 
the Creek and then crosses over and descends the other, showing that the 
size of the trees depends somewhat on their position in regard to water. 
Still, there are several very large ones on the side hill south of the creek, 
quite high above the water. 

Several of the trees in this grove have been named, some of them, 
indeed, half a dozen times ; there are no names, however, which seem to 
have become current, as is the case in the Calaveras Grove. A plan has 
been drawn for the Commissioners, however, showing each tree, with its 
exact position and size, a number being attached to each. The circum- 
ference of every tree in the grove was also carefully measured, and the 
height of such as could be conveniently got at for this purpose. 

There are about 125 trees over 40 feet in circumference. The annexed 
table gives the height of all that were measured, and the circumference of 
these and of several other of the largest trees in the grove, with some 
remarks as to their condition and appearance : 
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